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Michigan Center School  - The cutting edge leader in educational advancement empowers all students for life-long success in a changing world. 

 

District Mission Statement 
The mission of Michigan Center School District is to engage, challenge and motivate life-long learners toward excellence through innovation. 
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news & views 

6TH GRADE GOES TO CAMP 
 

Keicher sixth grade students and staff headed to 
Somerset Beach Campground last month to take part in 
two days of outdoor learning and team building 
activities. Despite the cold, students enjoyed zip-lining, 
animal and plant exploration, geocaching, sledding, an 
egg-drop STEM activity, and even a hayride! Sixth 
grader, Miles Stewart, shared his best memory of camp: 
“My favorite part was just being with my friends. I liked 
the walk to the Dining Hall when I had the chance to just 
talk to everyone.” Bridget Matlow’s favorite activity was 
the Scavenger Hunt because she “got to run around 
outside looking for clues and trying to come in first 
place. The snow was an obstacle, but made it more 
fun.” Emma Pond enjoyed the team building activities 
the most: “I liked working together as a team and I liked 
that everyone had a chance to participate.” A huge 
THANK YOU to all of our chaperones who attended 
camp. We greatly appreciate your support, patience, 
and positive feedback! 



Michigan Center Schools 
Message from Superintendent Cook 

During the past year our district’s administrative team and a group of teacher-leaders have 
participated in a “Comprehensive Needs Assessment” led by a consultant from the Michigan 
Department of Education.  The purpose of the “CNA” is to define strengths and deficiencies so 
that we can appropriate resources properly. Through our work we have highlighted some areas 
that we think are a high priority. 
 
     One area that we felt that needed immediate attention was the social-emotional health of our 
students.  We have put supports in place in all of our buildings to help address those needs. We 
implemented P.B.I.S. (Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports) at all of our buildings.  Our 
goal with PBIS is to continue to empower students by creating and fostering meaningful 
relationships, but beyond that, there are defined procedures in place that will provide help for 
students when they are struggling.  For example, when a student receives school discipline, we 
have restorative practices in place so that they work through their conflict(s) before they go back to class. 
 
     Another area that will always be a priority for us is increased student achievement.  We’ve always had a strong 
School Improvement Process, but we struggle to provide our teaching staff with the time necessary to have 
meaningful, collaboration about our successes and struggles.  In the Comprehensive Needs Assessment it became 
very clear that lack of collaborative time amongst teachers is our biggest roadblock to increased student 
achievement.   
 
     A potential solution is to provide an additional two hours of collaboration time for our staff each month.  We have 
researched and discussed potential options. Many Jackson County Schools have “late start” or “early release days” 
periodically where students either start school a couple hours late or leave school a couple hours early.  We 
(Michigan Center Schools) will be reaching out to the community within the next few months with a proposal to have 
an “early release day” once per month (beginning in September of 2020) for all of our schools.   
 
     We look forward to continued growth in all of our buildings.  Go Cardinals! 

On Thursday, December 5th the third graders traveled to the 
Lansing State Capitol and Michigan Historical 
Museum.  While at the Capitol students had the opportunity 
to learn about all three branches of government. They met 
their district lawmakers and got to see the House of 
Representatives and Senate in action!  Additionally, the 
students laid on the floor of the Capitol and checked out the 
beautiful paintings and architecture of the ceiling, as well as 
they looked in the marble and limestone floor for fossils.   
Following the Capitol tour the students traveled to the 
Michigan Historical Museum.  At the museum, the students 
began to develop an understanding for Michigan’s past. The 
students saw mannequin s of the first people of Michigan, they 
heard stories from a French fur trader, and they listened to 
speeches made by the first territorial governor.  Furthermore, 
students experienced life during the mining and lumbering 
times. Before the conclusion of the field trip, students were 
able to sit in a one room schoolhouse, where they were able 
to ask questions such as, “Is this really what school was 
like?” 
Overall the students had a wonderful adventure at the Capitol 
and Museum.  They filled their brains with lots of knowledge 
about Michigan, and came back to school excited to learn 
more.    

Michigan Center Schools 
Third Grade News 



Michigan Center Schools 
Fifth Grade News 

 It’s a bird, It’s a plane, It’s 5
th

 grade at the Air Zoo!  
 
On Tuesday, December 17th, Keicher 5

th
 graders had the opportunity to spend the day at the Air Zoo in Portage, MI. 

Students were able to explore the Air Zoo and observe a replica Wright Brothers plane, an actual SR-71B Blackbird stealth 
(which is the only one left in existence), various war planes, and space capsules from the Gemini, Apollo, and Mercury 
missions.  
 
Keicher students began the day at the Air Zoo with students exploring the hands-on exhibits that included science in 
everyday life, space, forces and much more!   
The 5

th
 graders were able to ride space and air simulators and rides, while also taking an informative class about “Life in 

Space”.  They learned how the astronauts at the International Space Station (ISS) live, sleep, eat and use their time while in 
space.  Students learned that the ISS is 220 miles above Earth and 
travels at 17,500 miles per hour. These distances help it to safely orbit 
the Earth, while staying within Earth’s gravity. In one day on the ISS, 
astronauts can see 16 sunrises and sunsets, as they orbit the Earth every 
90 minutes.  At the end of the learning session, the students had to listen 
to commander instructions to build a closed circuit and try to launch a 
flying fan. 
 


